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(57) ABSTRACT

Phishing and online fraud prevention in one aspect includes a
user computer implementing operations such as establishing
a VPN tunnel between the user computer and a network
operations center, activating a website launcher, reading user
credentials from a smartcard, launching a browser in a sand-
boxed execution environment, and requesting a whitelisted
webpage from the network operations center, via the VPN
tunnel. The network operations center comprises one or more
servers implementing operations such as determining if a user
requested webpage is listed for access by the user, and loading
and sending the requested webpage to the user, via the VPN
tunnel, if the requested webpage is listed for access by the
user. The user computer supplies the user credentials to the
website and presents a webpage, a homepage, or a one-time
password entry page for the website.

32 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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PHISHING AND ONLINE FRAUD
PREVENTION

BACKGROUND

Phishing is a cybercrime that targets Internet user commu-
nities worldwide by deceiving these users into providing
online account usernames, passwords and/or other personal
information to websites impersonating legitimate websites,
by stealing such information via mounted malware or through
social engineering means. Generally, phishing harms users by
disclosing sensitive information to illegitimate parties, pos-
ing a risk of financial loss (e.g. phishing to steal client credit
card information and using it to carry illegitimate monetarily
transactions), and/or impersonation (e.g. impersonating an
Internet user to open a bank account, or the like, for launder-
ing money or for other nefarious activities).

The Anti-Phishing Working Group (APWG) defines
Phishing as “a criminal mechanism employing both social
engineering and technical subterfuge to steal consumers’ per-
sonal identity data and financial account credentials”. Pharm-
ing is a phishing tactic, described by the Chinese University
of Hong Kong (CUHK) as an attack that redirects users to a
bogus website such as fraudulent websites or proxy servers,
typically through DNS server hijacking or poisoning.

Presently, more than a dozen tactics are available in phisher
arsenals, some of them are broad tactics and others are tai-
lored to special purposes. These tactics can be broadly clas-
sified into three general classes based on the approach fol-
lowed, including sensitive data collection tactics, social
engineering tactics, and attacking tactics.

Sensitive data collection tactics might include: so-called
Domain Name System (DNS) poisoning; host file poisoning;
content injection, causing page redirects, pop-up windows,
etc.; malware, such as keystroke loggers, screen capturers,
etc.; rogue software, also known as “rogue-ware,” such as
“Rogue DHCP” service in a LAN, which may disclose sen-
sitive information; rogue hardware, such as, rogue Wi-Fi
access points, enabling phishers to redirect packets and
thereby decode content therein; inline packet sniffing, such as
tapping into a wire to eavesdrop on transmitted information;
and/or direct system hacking.

Social engineering tactics might include: search engine
poisoning; spam Uniform Resource Locators (URLs); and/or
direct fraud, such as Global System for Mobile Communica-
tions (GSM) Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) fraud that
targets Short Message Service (SMS) based one time pass-
words sent to users with the intent of providing stronger
authentication.

Attacking tactics might include: so-called Man-in-the-
Middle (MitM) passive attacks; MitM active attacks; and/or
so-called Man-in-the-Browser (MitB) attacks that may
include one or more of the previously mentioned tactics.

Generally, large organizations and governments typically
strive to protect their information and operations, and raise
client trust, by following strict rules and policies in parallel
with adopting latest technological means to protect informa-
tion from phishing and similar online fraud. Anti-Phishing
solutions can be classified based on the front upon which they
fight phishing For example, network-based solutions may
employ intrusion detection and/or intrusions prevention sys-
tems, network access control, and/or the like. Application-
based solutions may include phishing filters, anti-virus soft-
ware, and the like. Infrastructure-based solutions might make
use of DNS security extensions, gateway URL filters, and the
like. Hardware-based solutions might employ one-time pass-
word tokens, integrated circuit chip cards under EURO-
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PAY®, MASTERCARD® and VISA® (EMV) standards,
and/or the like. Regulations and Enterprise Policies may
require mutual and/or multifactor authentication as a solu-
tion. Cyber intelligence services such as provided under the
tradename FRAUDACTION® by RSA® may also be
employed as one solution. User-focused solutions might
employ phishing and/or online fraud awareness campaigns,
or the like.

Since phishing can be carried out by varied tactics on
varied fronts, it is difficult to contain. Furthermore, phishing
has become highly organized, with rings being formed that
span multiple countries, employing thousands of nodes con-
nected to the Internet. These nodes have their roles rotated in
implementing the various tactics discussed above to avoid
tracking and shutdown operations by authorities. Thus, at
present, virtually no solution is capable of effectively pre-
venting phishing and similar online fraud.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
jectmatter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter.

The described systems and methods relate to phishing and
online fraud prevention wherein a user computing device may
implement operations such as establishing a VPN tunnel
between the user computing device and a network operations
center, activating a website launcher, reading user credentials
from a user smartcard, launching a browser in an isolated
“sandboxed” execution environment, and requesting a
webpage from the network operations center, via the VPN
tunnel if the requested webpage is maintained on a local
“whitelist.” The network operations center may comprises
one or more computing devices (i.e. servers) implementing
operations such as determining if a user requested webpage is
listed for access by the user, consulting a local DNS for
authentic website URL address resolution, and loading and
sending the requested webpage to the user computing device,
via the VPN tunnel. The user computing device supplies the
user credentials to the website and presents a webpage, a
homepage, or a one-time password entry page for the website.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description is set forth with reference to the
accompanying figures, in which the left-most digit of a ref-
erence number identifies the figure in which the reference
number first appears. The use of the same reference numbers
in different figures indicates similar or identical items or
features.

FIG.11is ablock diagram showing an exemplary system for
phishing and online fraud prevention, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an exemplary user
computing device adapted for use in the system for prevention
of phishing and online fraud of FIG. 1, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an exemplary network
operations center of the system for prevention of phishing and
online fraud of FIG. 1, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure for
phishing and online fraud prevention, according to one
embodiment.
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FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure for
user registration and first time use of the present systems and
methods for phishing and online fraud prevention, according
to one embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary com-
puting device on which phishing and online fraud prevention
operations may be implemented, according to one embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Overview

At present, virtually no solution is capable of effectively
preventing phishing and similar online fraud. For example,
URL IP filters that are reputative in nature are intended to
filter malicious websites. It has been found that while these
filters are user centric (i.e. capable of protecting users regard-
less the websites they access or internet applications they
use), they are only partially effective against DNS poisoning,
host file poisoning, content injection such as page redirects,
search engine poisoning, spam URLs and direct fraud. These
URL IP filters that are reputative in nature fail to protect at all
against malware such as keystroke loggers, rouge software,
rouge hardware, inline packet sniffing, direct system hacking,
man-in-the-middle (MitM) passive or active attacks, or man-
in-the-browser (MitB) attacks.

Similarly, URL IP filters that employ heuristics, also
intended to filter malicious websites, are also user centric. It
has been found that these filters also are only partially effec-
tive against DNS poisoning, host file poisoning, content
injection such as page redirects, search engine poisoning,
spam URLs and direct fraud, but are also partially effective
against MitM passive or active attacks. URL IP filters that
employ heuristics fail to protect at all against malware, rouge
software, rouge hardware, inline packet sniffing, direct sys-
tem hacking, or MitB attacks.

DNS security extensions are intended to prevent DNS
cache poisoning. These extensions cannot be considered user
centric and it has been found that they fail to protect against
any of the above-numerated phishing and/or online fraud
tactics other than DNS poisoning.

End point security software is intended to fight malware,
hacking and spam. While such software is user centric and
effective against direct system hacking, it has been found to
be only partially effective against host file poisoning, mal-
ware, spam URLs and direct fraud, and MitB attacks. End
point security software is ineffective against DNS poisoning,
content injection, rouge software, rouge hardware, inline
packet sniffing, direct system hacking, search engine poison-
ing, and MitM passive or active attacks.

Prior virtual keyboards, such as may be implemented to
avoid keystroke loggers, while not being user centric, are at
least partially effective against malware and inline packet
sniffing. However, it has been found that virtual keyboards
fail to address DNS poisoning, host file poisoning, content
injection, rouge software, rouge hardware, sniffing, direct
system hacking, search engine poisoning, spam URLs and
direct fraud, MitM passive or active attacks, and MitB
attacks.

User centric awareness campaigns are considered effective
against spam URLs and direct fraud, and partially effective
against content injection, and search engine poisoning How-
ever, it has been found that awareness campaigns are not
protective from DNS poisoning, host file poisoning, malware,
rouge software, rouge hardware, inline packet sniffing, direct
system hacking, MitM passive or active attacks, and MitB
attacks.
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Cyber intelligence services, intended to disarm phishing
gangs, are not a user centric solution, and have not been found
to be effective against malware, rouge software, rouge hard-
ware, inline packet sniffing, direct system hacking, or MitB
attacks. Still, cyber intelligence services are partially effec-
tive against DNS poisoning, host file poisoning, content
injection, search engine poisoning, spam URLs and direct
fraud, and MitM passive and active attacks, but not are
entirely effective against any of the herein enumerated phish-
ing and/or online fraud tactics.

Intrusion detection and/or intrusions prevention systems
respond to network anomalies, and thus are not user centric.
While such systems are effective against rouge software,
rouge hardware, and direct system hacking, they have not
been found to address DNS poisoning, host file poisoning,
content injection, malware, inline packet sniffing, search
engine poisoning, spam URLs and direct fraud, MitM passive
or active attacks, or MitB attacks at all.

Mutual authentication intended to build trust among client
and server devices, but is not a user centric approach and is
only partially effective against DNS poisoning, host file poi-
soning, content injection, malware, search engine poisoning,
spam URLs and direct fraud. It has been found that Mutual
authentication is not effective at all against rouge software,
rouge hardware, inline packet sniffing, direct system hacking,
MitM passive or active attacks, or MitB attacks.

Multifactor authentication, intended to provide stricter
identity validation, is only partially effective against malware
and passive MitM attacks. Further, it has been found that
multifactor authentication is not user centric and fails to
address DNS poisoning, host file poisoning, content injec-
tion, rouge software, rouge hardware, inline packet sniffing,
direct system hacking, search engine poisoning, spam URLs
and direct fraud, active MitM attacks, or MitB attacks.

Extensively validated Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) certifi-
cates are primarily intended to provide protection to a brand’s
online presence and thus are somewhat user centric. How-
ever, it has been found that extensively validated SSL certifi-
cates are only partially effective against DNS poisoning, host
file poisoning, content injection, search engine poisoning,
spam URLs and direct fraud, and MitM passive or active
attacks. Extensively validated SSL certificates are ineffective
against malware, rouge software, rouge hardware, inline
packet sniffing, direct system hacking, or MitB attacks.

Transaction authentication is intended to prevent “on-the-
way” data alteration. While transaction authentication is not
user centric, it is effective against MitM passive and active
attacks, as well as MitB attacks. However, it has been found
that transaction authentication is fails to address DNS poi-
soning, host file poisoning, content injection, malware, rouge
software, rouge hardware, inline packet sniffing, direct sys-
tem hacking, search engine poisoning, or spam URLs and
direct fraud.

Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) is intended to provide
third-party validated authentication. However, it is not user
centric and it has been found to only partially addresses MitM
passive and active attacks while failing to address DNS poi-
soning, host file poisoning, content injection, malware, rouge
software, rouge hardware, inline packet sniffing, direct sys-
tem hacking, search engine poisoning, spam URLs and direct
fraud, or MitB attacks.

Thus, no one existing solution is capable of effectively
preventing phishing and similar online fraud, much less to do
0 in a user centric manner. The present systems and methods
for the prevention of phishing and/or online fraud are user
centric, employing software and hardware that address
known vulnerabilities exploited by phishers. The present sys-
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tems and methods are based on Virtual Private Network
(VPN) tunneling, sandboxed application programming,
hosted services, smartcard-based authentication, and/or bio-
metric authentication. The present systems and methods for
phishing and/or online fraud prevention benefit from the suc-
cess of these underlying technologies and integrating such
technologies in a purpose-oriented manner to stop cyber-
crime and break “hooks.” As a result, the present systems and
methods for phishing and/or online fraud prevention success-
fully addresses the thirteen vulnerabilities discussed above
and provide user centric privacy on trusted and scrutinized
websites.

As used in the present systems and methods, VPN site-to-
site and remote access tunneling makes it virtually impossible
for rogue hardware and software to intercept packets and
disclose user information. VPN site-to-site and remote access
tunneling also plays a major role in preventing MitM attacks
originated from L AN users or the like.

Multifactor authentication as used in the present systems
and methods is based on what a client knows (e.g. a password
or Personal Identification Number (PIN)), what the client
posses (e.g. a smartcard), and biometric data gleaned from the
user. Thereafter, in accordance with various implementations
of the present systems and methods, eager credentials man-
agement is employed, such that credentials may be supplied
to web login pages by the present systems and methods for
phishing and/or online fraud prevention without user inter-
vention. Such credentials are supplied by the present systems
and methods, after synchronization to the user’s PIN-pro-
tected smartcard via a virtual keyboard. Thus, direct system
hacking and malware targeting users in an effort to steal the
user’s online accounts credentials will not find the user’s PC
vulnerable, since such credentials are stored on the smartcard
in an encrypted format. Additionally, since accessing the data
stored on the present smartcard requires previous knowledge
of the PIN used to encrypt it and/or the required biometric
element (i.e. fingerprint, or the like), repercussions from
physical theft of a smartcard are minimized. Further, in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the present invention
users are provided a smartcard reader with a built-in keypad,
thereby providing a means to prevent keystroke loggers from
harvesting the smartcard PIN, or similar user input authenti-
cation data. Further in this regard, the present systems and
methods for phishing and/or online fraud prevention may
provide users with a virtual keyboard to enter One-Time
Passwords (OTPs) required by banking sites and to enter new
credentials to the smartcard, further countering keystroke
logging.

An isolated, sandboxed program execution environment
ensures isolation from the threats residing on the host
machine (i.e. malware or viruses residing on the client’s
computer). Such an isolated, sandboxed customized browser
protects against MitB causing malwares. All important sys-
tem resources to run the browser are virtualized and access to
and from system processes is finely grained. The present
systems and methods also make use of hosted web proxy and
DNS services such that, proxied browsing via hosted and
dedicated proxy servers add an additional layer of security
and prevent poisoning, redirection and MitM attacks. As a
result, users are “protected from themselves” unwittingly
clicking trapping links delivered via a phishing e-mail, writ-
ten on their FACEBOOOK™ wall, or similarly delivered or
presented by a phisher. A URL Whitelist a user builds may
build from a list of scrutinized sites further increase protec-
tion against trapping links. Such dedicated and highly audited
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hosted DNS services ensure that each trusted online service
website URL is mapped to its real IP address, countering
pharming.

The present systems and methods for phishing and/or
online fraud prevention provide online service delivery and
access that is user centric in that they enable a user to browse
safely and carryout financial and sensitive transactions in a
private, isolated environment, without concern about sur-
rounding threats residing on the user’s machine or exerted
from local network or Internet users.

Particular examples discussed herein discuss use of a
user’s computing device such as a PC, and generally refer to
auser as an independent individual, or the like. However, the
present systems and methods can be utilized by a number of
different types of users, using any number of commuting
devices, such as an enterprise employee utilizing a work
station, or anyone using a smartphone or other portable
device.

The above-discussed and other aspects of the systems and
methods for phishing and online fraud prevention are now
described in greater detail with reference to FIGS. 1 through
6.

An Exemplary System

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing exemplary system 100
for phishing and online fraud prevention, according to one
embodiment. System 100 includes user computing device
102, which may include one or more processors, operatively
coupled to memory comprising computer program instruc-
tions executable by the processor(s) to implement various
operations for the prevention of phishing and or other types of
online fraud. System 100 further includes Network Opera-
tions Center (NOC) 104, or the like, comprising one or more
computing devices, each comprising one or more respective
processors operatively coupled to respective memory, each
memory comprising computer program instructions execut-
able by a processor to implement various operations for the
prevention of phishing and or other types of online fraud. In
accordance with various implementations, user computing
device 102 communicates with NOC 104, via VPN tunnel
106, which in turn provides secure connectivity to the Internet
(108).

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing exemplary user com-
puting device 102 adapted for use in system 100 for preven-
tion of phishing and online fraud of FIG. 1, according to one
embodiment. As noted above, user computing device 102
may implement various operations for the prevention of
phishing and/or other types of online fraud. Such operations
might be implemented through program modules of the like,
and might include establishing VPN tunnel 106 between user
computing device 102 and NOC 104, such as through the use
of VPN connectivity module 202. VPN tunneling module 202
may also be employed to terminate the VPN tunnel in a secure
fashion upon conclusion of a browsing session.

Browsing services 204 executed in isolated, “sandboxed”
environment 206 may implement operations such as a web-
site launcher and/or a browser. The browser may carry out
tasks such as requesting a webpage from NOC 104, via VPN
tunnel 106, supplying user credentials, provided by authen-
tication and synchronization module 214, as discussed in
greater detail below, to websites, and presenting a webpage, a
homepage, or a one-time password entry page for the website
to the user. Such a customized browser, running over an
isolated, sandboxed execution environment provides protec-
tion from host operating system malware infections (i.e. mal-
ware running on user computing device 102). This custom-
ized browser further facilitates whitelist-based browsing to
filter out requests to websites not listed for the user, as per her
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profile that she defined at the time she subscribed to the
service, before requesting it from the NOC 104, as discussed
in greater detail below.

Connected smartcard reader 208 may read user credentials
from user smartcard 210 and/or accept entry of a PIN on the
reader’s keyboard/keypad 212. The security of such a PIN-
enabled smartcard can be enhanced by use of separate keypad
212, and further still through the use of biometric security
features, such as a fingerprint reader, which may be incorpo-
rated into smartcard reader 208. The reader may interface
with the present phishing and online fraud prevention systems
and methods through authentication and synchronization
module 214, and/or the like. Authentication and synchroni-
zation module 214 may further enable secure subscription
data management, such as updating the website whitelist,
ticket opening, credential updating and synchronizing to-
and-from the smartcard 210, such as via the virtual keyboard.
This module may further supply user credentials to the brows-
ing services module 204, which may be originally provided
by smartcard reader 208 from smartcard 210, and/or the like.
Smartcard 210 may store, among other data, user accounts’
credentials in an encrypted format and be only accessible if a
correct PIN is supplied by the user via the keyboard 212 on
smartcard reader 208, and/or the like. Smartcard 210 may
become inaccessible if the PIN entered incorrectly for more
than three times, and/or the like. Keyboard 212 on Smartcard
Reader 208 serves, among other purposes, to protect the user
PIN from being harvested by malware or keystroke loggers
that may exist on her machine 102, and/or the like. Smartcard
reader 208 may incorporate a keyboard 212 and/or other
biometric features reader and, among other operations, read
the data stored on the smartcard 210 and supply it to authen-
tication and authorization module 214 if the user had entered
a correct PIN, and/or the like.

Other modules employed by user computing device 102
may include user interface module 216, which may, among
other operations, provide a virtual keyboard for the user to
input user account credentials to the smartcard and/or to enter
a PIN. User interface module 216 may also facilitate user
interaction with the functions of the present phishing and
online fraud prevention “client-side software” running on
user computing device 102 by providing multiple windows,
buttons, fields and error or informational messages, and/or
the like. Incorporation for use on the user’s computing device
is provided through integration module 218. This module
may, among other operations, provide communication inter-
faces between each module and the other, and/or the like.
Light execution environment module 220 may enable appli-
cation operations without requiring administrator level
access, and/or the like. For example, light execution environ-
ment module 220 may offer a users the ability to install
software embodying the present system without requiring
administrator or root-level privileges.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an exemplary Network
Operations Center (NOC) 104 of system 100 of FIG. 1 for
prevention of phishing and online fraud, according to one
embodiment. As noted above, NOC 104 comprises reliable
computing facilities including one or more computing
devices, e.g. servers, implementing server-side software
executing various operations for the prevention of phishing
and or other types of online fraud. In short, NOC 104 houses
one or more servers meant to facilitate and manage secure
user access and subscription services, and to ensure a high
level of protection for NOC operations. For example, in
accordance with various implementations, concentrated VPN
server 302 may, among other operations, facilitate establish-
ing and maintaining VPN tunnel 106 initiated by user com-
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8

puting device 102 for data communications between user
computing device 102 and NOC 104.

Proxy server 304 may be employed in the present systems
and methods to, among other operations, finely tune traffic
and ensure compliance, such as by implementation of opera-
tions of the present methods for online fraud and/or phishing
prevention, including determining if a user requested
webpage is listed for access by the user. If the requested
webpage is listed for access by the user, proxy server 304 may
consult a local DNS server 306, which maintains names of
safety inspected and otherwise “whitelisted” sites for particu-
lar users. Whereupon, proxy server 304 may load the
requested webpage and send it to user computing device 102,
via VPN tunnel 106. In accordance with various implemen-
tations, users have the ability to add websites to their list of
websites if the website is already whitelisted in accordance
with the present systems and methods, otherwise a user may
request an unavailable website be scrutinized and added to the
whitelist, at least for that user.

Also, NOC 104 may include user management server 310,
which may, among other operations, house user information,
manage user access, host a billing system, and/or the like.
Web server 308 may also, among other operations, facilitate
new and/or existing user account management. NOC 104
employs reliable Internet connectivity 108 to, among other
operations, offer worldwide VPN-based user access and
backside site-to-site access to online services sites if appli-
cable. This internet connectivity 108 is also used by NOC 104
to access online services sites requested by the user via user
computing device 102 that are on the user whitelist, and/or the
like. Regardless, NOC 104 may be firewalled, and/or may
employ other intrusion prevention systems, to, among other
purposes, facilitate provision of phishing and/or online fraud
prevention services in accordance with the present systems
and methods.

An Exemplary Procedure

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing exemplary procedure 400 for
phishing and online fraud prevention, according to one
embodiment. Method 400 for phishing and online fraud pre-
vention establishes a VPN tunnel between a user’s computer
and a VPN server in a Network Operations Center (NOC) at
402, such as though an application carrying out method 400.
In particular, a client application running on the user’s com-
puting device may, as discussed in greater detail below with
respect to FIG. 5 and process 500, ask the user to connect a
keypad-installed smartcard reader, such as via a USB port,
insert her smartcard and enter the card’s PIN code via the
reader’s keypad. The application may then read the user iden-
tifying information from the card via an encrypted channel
and try to initiate the VPN tunnel based on the user’s sub-
scription information.

At 404 a website launcher is activated on the user’s com-
puter by the application. Thus, in accordance with various
implementations, once the tunnel is initiated at 402, the appli-
cation will show the user a set of websites to which the user
has subscribed, each of which may be represented as a graphi-
cal button. Once the user clicks on one of theses icons, the
application will launch a specially customized, isolated,
sandboxed browser pointing to the desired website login
page, and fill the login interface fields with users credentials
read from the smartcard, all of this is done programmatically
without user involvement. Thus, when at 406, the user clicks
on a website icon in the website launcher, the application
decrypts and reads the user’s credentials from the user smart-
card at 408. At 410 the application launches a custom
browser, which runs in an isolated, sandboxed execution envi-
ronment on the user computing device. At 412 a determina-
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tion is made as to whether the requested website is whitelisted
and if so the browser requests a webpage of the website from
the proxy server in the NOC, via the VPN tunnel.

Once the NOC’s proxy server receives a request from the
user application to access a certain website, the proxy server
consults a local DNS server for aresolution and responds with
a verified and trusted site page. More particularly, in accor-
dance with certain implementations, a determination is made
at 414, such as by the proxy server by referencing a user
profile that is stored and managed by a user management
server in the NOC, whether the requested webpage is listed
for access by the user. If not, process 400 ends at 416. How-
ever, if the requested webpage is listed for access by the user,
the proxy server consults with a DNS server in the NOC at
418 and the proxy server loads and sends the requested
webpage to the user, via the VPN tunnel at 420. The proxy
server may load this page directly by accessing the website or
by accessing the website via a dedicated site-to-site VPN
tunnel between a NOC VPN server and an online service
provider web server. In this way, VPN tunneling is employed
end-to-end, between user computing device 102 and NOC
104, and between NOC 104 and a website. The browser
supplies the user’s credentials to the website and presents a
homepage of the website, a one-time password entry page for
the website, or other appropriate webpage to the user at 422.

Thereafter, the user may click on a hyperlink on the home-
page or webpage at 424. Whereupon, process 400 returns to
410 and the application again launches the custom browser,
running in the isolated, sandboxed execution environment on
the user computing device. At 412 the browser requests the
hyperlink webpage from the proxy server in the NOC, via the
VPN tunnel. At 414 a determination is made by the proxy
server whether the requested hyperlink webpage is listed for
access by the user. If the requested hyperlinked webpage is
listed for access by the user, the proxy server consults with the
NOC DNS server at 418 and the proxy server loads and sends
the requested webpage to the user, via the VPN tunnel at 420.
Ifnecessary, the browser supplies the user’s credentials to the
website at 422 and presents the hyperlinked webpage to the
user.

Thus, local whitelist-based filtering is provided in accor-
dance with the present systems and methods, using a browser-
installed script before requesting a webpage from proxy
server 304 in NOC 102. In other words, URLs are double-
checked to see if they’re listed for access by the user, a first
time using a script such as in accordance with steps 408 and
410 above, where the browser facilitates whitelist-based
browsing to filter out requests to websites not listed for the
user, and a second time by proxy server 304 at step 414.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing exemplary procedure 500 for
user registration and first-time use of the present systems and
methods for phishing and online fraud prevention, according
to one embodiment. Process 500, might include the user
registering at a website at 502. This registration website may
be made publicly available using the web server located in
NOC 104. At 502, the user might supply his or her name,
national identification number (such as a Social Security
Number), an e-mail address, a list of websites the user wishes
to securely access, a shipping address, and/or payment infor-
mation, and/or the like. Whereupon, an operator of process
400 may, at 504, ship the afore-discussed smartcard (which
may be locked with the national identification number pro-
vided by the user in 502 and/or a default Personal Identifica-
tion number (PIN)), a smartcard reader, and a copy of appli-
cation software discussed above with respect to process 400,
to the user. Upon receipt of the smartcard, reader and appli-
cation software shipped at 504, the user may install the appli-
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cation software on the user’s computing device (i.e. the user’s
PC, or the like) at 506 and connect the smartcard reader to
his/her computing device at 508 such as when prompted by
the application. Upon installation, the application may
request insertion of the smartcard into the reader and input of
a PIN associated with the smartcard by the user at 510. As one
security measure from key logging, or the like, the user may
be prompted to enter the PIN at 510 using the keyboard
integrated with the smartcard reader and/or to otherwise enter
user account credentials to the smartcard using a virtual key-
board provided by the application. For further security, if the
user fails to provide the proper PIN after a predetermined
number of attempts, such as three attempts, as shown at 512,
the application may “lock-out” the smartcard in accordance
with the present systems and methods for phishing and online
fraud prevention (i.e. end process 500 at 514). In accordance
with various embodiments, if the smartcard is thus locked, the
user may unlock it using a secondary PIN that may be pro-
vided by the operator upon a request. If the PIN entered at 510
is accepted at 512, the user is prompted to write her creden-
tials associated with the websites chosen at 502 to the smart-
card at 516. These credentials may be written to the smartcard
via an encrypted communication channel between the user
computing device and the smartcard reader. Once the PIN
entered at 510 is accepted and the user had written her cre-
dentials associated with the websites chosen on 502, process
400 may be initiated, such as by opening the VPN tunnel at
402 and activating the website launcher at 404. In accordance
with various embodiments, the user may also change her
primary PIN. The new primary PIN is tested by the applica-
tion installed on the user’s computer to ensure it is complex
enough before replacing the old primary PIN.

An Exemplary Computing Device

FIG. 6is ablock diagram illustrating exemplary computing
device 600 on which phishing and online fraud prevention
operations may be implemented, according to one embodi-
ment. Computing device 600 represents an exemplary imple-
mentation of user computing device 102 of FIGS. 1 and 2
and/or any of server computing devices 302-312, and may be
used to perform various procedures described herein, for
example, processes 400 and 500 described above for the
prevention of phishing and/or online fraud. Computing
device 600 can function as a personal computer, a server, a
client, a worker node, or any other computing entity. Com-
puting device 600 can be any of a wide variety of computing
devices, such as a desktop computer, a notebook computer, a
server computer, a handheld computer, a wireless communi-
cations device, and/or the like. Computing device 600
includes one or more processor(s) 602, one or more memory
device(s) 604, one or more interface(s) 606, one or more mass
storage device(s) 608, and one or more Input/Output (I/O)
device(s) 610, all of which are coupled to a bus 612. In one
implementation, computing device 600 is operatively
coupled to a display device 628. Processor(s) 602 include one
or more processors or controllers that execute instructions
stored in memory device(s) 604 and/or mass storage device(s)
608. Processor(s) 602 may also include various types of com-
puter-readable media, such as cache memory.

Memory device(s) 604 include various computer-readable
media, such as volatile memory (e.g., random access memory
(RAM)) 614 and/or nonvolatile memory (e.g., read-only
memory (ROM) 616) and system memory comprising com-
puter-program modules and program data. Computer-pro-
gram modules include computer program instructions
executable by the processor to perform the operations
described herein. Memory device(s) 604 may also include
rewritable ROM, such as Flash memory. Mass storage device
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(s) 608 include various computer readable media, such as
magnetic tapes, magnetic disks, optical disks, solid state
memory (e.g., Flash memory), and so forth. As shown in FIG.
6, a particular mass storage device is a hard disk drive 624.
Various drives may also be included in mass storage device(s)
608 to enable reading from and/or writing to the various
computer readable media. Mass storage device(s) 608 include
removable media 626 and/or non-removable media.

1/O device(s) 610 include various devices that allow data
and/or other information to be input to or retrieved from
computing device 600. Example 1/O device(s) 610 include
cursor control devices, keyboards, keypads, microphones,
voice-recognition, monitors or other display devices, speak-
ers, printers, network interface cards, modems, lenses, CCDs
or other image capture devices, a smartcard reader (which
may include its own keypad and/or biometric reader), and/or
the like. Display device 628 includes any type of device
capable of displaying information to one or more users of
computing device 600. Examples of display device 628
include a monitor, display terminal, video projection device,
and/or the like.

Interface(s) 606 include various interfaces that allow com-
puting device 600 to interact with other systems, devices, or
computing environments. Example interface(s) 606 include
any number of different network interfaces 620, such as inter-
faces to local area networks (LANs), wide area networks
(WAN’s), wireless networks, and the Internet. Other interfaces
include user interface 618 and peripheral device interface
622. Bus 612 allows processor(s) 602, memory device(s) 604,
interface(s) 606, mass storage device(s) 608, and 1/O device
(s) 610 to communicate with one another, as well as other
devices or components coupled to bus 612. Bus 612 repre-
sents one or more of several types of bus structures, such as a
system bus, PCI bus, IEEE bus, USB bus, and so forth.

For purposes ofillustration, programs and other executable
program components are shown herein as discrete blocks,
although it is understood that such programs and components
may reside at various times in different storage components
of computing device 600, and are executed by processor(s)
602. Alternatively, the systems and procedures described
herein can be implemented in hardware, or a combination of
hardware, software, and/or firmware. For example, one or
more application specific integrated circuits (ASICs) can be
programmed to carry out one or more of the systems and
procedures described herein.

Alternate Embodiments

Although the systems and methodologies for phishing and
online fraud prevention have been described in language spe-
cific to structural features and/or methodological operations
or actions, it is understood that the implementations defined
in the appended claims are not necessarily limited to the
specific features or actions described. For example, although
the described systems and methods generally refer to a user
computing device being a PC or the like the present systems
an methods may be employed with any number of client
devices such as a workstation, mobile phone, potable Wi-Fi-
enabled device, or the like. Further, operations and or equip-
ment described as part of the NOC may be decentralized as
long as secure data communications, such as data communi-
cations via VPN tunnels, is maintained between the NOC
elements. In contrast, various server functions described as
residing in the NOC may be further centralized into fewer,
justone server, or even into the user’s computing device itself.
Accordingly, the specific features and operations of the
described systems and methods to prevent phishing and
online fraud are disclosed as exemplary forms of implement-
ing the claimed subject matter.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for phishing and
online fraud prevention comprising:

installing, by a user, software embodying the computer-

implemented method for phishing and online fraud pre-
vention, wherein the user is not required administration
or root-level privileges to install the software embody-
ing the computer-implemented method for phishing and
online fraud prevention;

establishing a virtual private network tunnel between a

user’s computing device and a server;

activating a website launcher on the user’s computing

device;

decrypting and reading user credentials from a user smart-

card, in response to the user clicking on a website icon in
the website launcher;

launching a browser in an isolated, sandboxed execution

environment on the user’s computing device;

checking a local whitelist on the user’s computer against

the requested website, and if the website is listed for
access by the user, the browser requesting a webpage of
the website from the server;

determining at the server if a requested webpage is listed

for access by the user;

the server loading and sending the requested webpage to

the user’s computing device, via the virtual private net-
work tunnel, if the requested webpage is listed for access
by the user in the server; and

the browser supplying the user credentials to the

webpage’s website and presenting the webpage, a
homepage of the website, or a one-time password entry
page of the website to the user.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the loading comprises
loading the requested webpage via another virtual private
network tunnel between the server and a server hosting the
requested webpage.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

the user clicking on a hyperlink on the homepage or

webpage;
launching a browser in another isolated, sandboxed execu-
tion environment on the user’s computing device;

checking the local whitelist on the user’s computer against
the hyperlink webpage, and if the webpage’s website is
listed for access by the user the browser, requesting the
hyperlink webpage from the server;

the server determining if the hyperlink webpage is listed

for access by the user;

the server loading and sending the hyperlink webpage to

the user’s computing device, via a virtual private net-
work tunnel, if the hyperlink webpage is listed for access
by the user in the server; and

the browser supplying the user credentials, decrypted and

read from the smartcard, to a website associated with the
hyperlink and presenting the hyperlink webpage.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the server loading the
hyperlink webpage comprises loading the hyperlink webpage
via another virtual private network tunnel between the server
and a server hosting the hyperlink webpage.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the user
registering at a publicly available website.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the registering com-
prises the user supplying one or more of the user’s name, the
user’s national identification number, a unique and confiden-
tial number, an e-mail address, a list of websites the user
wishes to securely access, a shipping address, and payment
information.
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein the national identifica-
tion number is a Social Security Number.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising an operator of
the method shipping one or more of the smartcard locked with
the national identification number or a default Personal Iden-
tification Number (PIN), a smartcard reader, and a copy of
software embodying the method to the user.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the user
connecting the smartcard reader to the user’s computing
device.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising requesting
insertion of the smartcard in the smartcard reader and input of
a PIN associated with the smartcard.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein incorrect entry of the
PIN a predetermined number of times locks out the smart-
card.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising the user
unlocking the smartcard using a secondary PIN provided by
the operator of the method upon request by the user.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

the user changing the PIN; and

testing a resulting new PIN to ensure the new PIN has at

least a minimum complexity.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising the user
modifying the local whitelist and writing website user
account credentials to the smartcard using a virtual keyboard,
prior to the reading of the user credentials from the user
smartcard and the browser supplying the user credentials to
the webpage’s website.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein said writing is carried
out using an encrypted communications channel between the
user’s computing device and a smart card reader.

16. A non-transitory tangible computer program medium
comprising computer program instructions executable by one
or more computing devices comprising one or more proces-
sors, the computer program instructions, when implemented
by the one or more processors, performing operations com-
prising:

installing, by a user, software embodying the non-transi-

tory tangible computer program medium for phishing
and online fraud prevention, wherein the user is not
required administration or root-level privileges to install
the software embodying the non-transitory tangible
computer program medium;

establishing a virtual private network tunnel between a

user’s computing device and server;

activating a website launcher on the user’s computing

device;

decrypting and reading user credentials from a user smart-

card;

launching a browser in an isolated, sandboxed execution

environment on the user’s computing device;

checking a local whitelist on the user’s computing device

against the requested website, and if the website is listed
for access by the user, requesting a webpage from the
server;

determining at the server if the requested webpage is listed

for access by the user;

loading and sending the requested webpage to the user, via

the virtual private network tunnel, if the requested
webpage is listed for access by the user in the server;
supplying the user credentials to the website; and
presenting a webpage, a homepage, or a one-time pass-
word entry page for the website to the user.

17. The non-transitory tangible computer program

medium of claim 16 wherein the loading operations comprise
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loading the requested webpage via another virtual private
network tunnel between the server and a server hosting the
requested webpage.
18. The non-transitory tangible computer program
medium of claim 16 wherein the operations further comprise:
launching another browser in another isolated, sandboxed
execution environment on the user’s computing device
in response to the user clicking on a hyperlink on the
homepage or webpage;
checking the local whitelist on the user’s computing device
against the hyperlink webpage, and if the hyperlink
webpage’s website is listed for access by the user the
browser, requesting the hyperlink webpage from the
server;
determining at the server if the hyperlink webpage is listed
for access by the user;
loading and sending the hyperlink webpage to the user, via
the virtual private network tunnel, if the hyperlink
webpage is listed for access by the user in the server;
supplying the user credentials to the website associated
with the hyperlink; and
presenting the hyperlink webpage.
19. The non-transitory tangible computer program
medium of claim 18, wherein the server loading the hyperlink
webpage comprises loading the hyperlink webpage via
another virtual private network tunnel between the server and
a server hosting the hyperlink webpage.
20. The non-transitory tangible computer program
medium of claim 16 wherein the operations further comprise
requesting insertion of the smartcard in a smartcard reader,
requesting input of a Personal Identification number (PIN)
associated with the smartcard, and locking out the smartcard
upon incorrect entry of the PIN a predetermined number of
times.
21. The non-transitory tangible computer program
medium of claim 20, wherein the operations further comprise
the user unlocking the smartcard using a secondary PIN pro-
vided by an operator of the method upon request by the user.
22. The non-transitory tangible computer program
medium of claim 20, wherein the operations further com-
prise:
the user changing the PIN; and
testing a resulting new PIN to ensure the new PIN has at
least a minimum complexity.
23. The non-transitory tangible computer program
medium of claim 16 wherein the operations further comprise
presenting a virtual keyboard to the for entering user account
credentials to the smartcard, prior to the decrypting and read-
ing of the user credentials from the user smartcard and sup-
plying the user credentials to the website.
24. The non-transitory tangible computer program
medium of claim 23, wherein the writing is carried out using
a encrypted communications channel between the user’s
computing device and a smart card reader.
25. A system for phishing and online fraud prevention
comprising:
a user computing device comprising one or more proces-
sors operatively coupled to memory comprising com-
puter program executable by the one or more processors
to implement operations comprising:
installing, by a user, software embodying the system for
phishing and online fraud prevention, wherein the
user is not required administration or root-level privi-
leges to install the software;

establishing a virtual private network tunnel between the
user computing device and a network operations cen-
ter;
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activating a website launcher;
decrypting and reading user credentials from a user
smartcard;
launching a browser in an isolated, sandboxed execution
environment;
requesting a webpage from the network operations cen-
ter, via the virtual private network tunnel, if the
requested website is listed on a local whitelist on the
user computing device;
supplying the user credentials to the website; and
presenting a webpage, a homepage, or a one-time pass-
word entry page for the website; and
a network operations center comprising one or more com-
puting devices, each comprising one or more respective
processors operatively coupled to respective memory,
each memory comprising computer program executable
by a processor to implement operations comprising:

determining if a user requested webpage is listed for access
by the user;

consulting a local domain name system server if the

requested webpage is listed for access by the user; and
loading and sending the requested webpage to the user
computing device, via the virtual private network tunnel
wherein, the installation of the computer programs for the
user computing device and the network operations cen-
ter of the system does not require administration or
root-level privileges.

26. The system of claim 25 wherein the loading comprises
loading the requested webpage via another virtual private
network tunnel between the server and a server hosting the
requested webpage.

27. The system of claim 25, wherein:

the operations implemented by the user computing device

further comprise:

launching another browser, in another isolated, sand-
boxed execution environment, in response to the user
clicking on a hyperlink on the homepage or webpage;
and
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requesting a webpage associated with the hyperlink
from the network operations center via the virtual
private network if the requested website is listed on a
local whitelist on the user computing device; and

the operations implemented by the one or more computing

devices comprising the network operations center fur-

ther comprise:

determining if a requested webpage associated with the
hyperlink is listed in the network operations center for
access by the user;

consulting a local domain name system server if the
requested webpage associated with the hyperlink is
listed for access by the user; and

loading and sending the requested webpage associated
with the hyperlink to the user, via the virtual private
network.

28. The system of claim 27, wherein loading the requested
webpage associated with the hyperlink comprises loading the
requested webpage associated with the hyperlink via another
virtual private network tunnel between the server and a server
hosting the requested webpage associated with the hyperlink.

29. The system of claim 25, wherein the one or more
computing devices comprising the network operations center
include one or more of a virtual private network server, a
proxy server, a domain name system server, a user manage-
ment server, and a web server.

30. The system of claim 25, further comprising a smartcard
reader connected to the user computing device.

31. The system of claim 25 wherein the operations imple-
mented by the user computing device further comprise pro-
viding a virtual keyboard for the user to input user account
credentials to the smartcard.

32. The system of claim 31, further comprising an
encrypted communications channel between the user’s com-
puting device and a smart card reader.
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